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Though I’ve been involved in a lot of things in my 2.75 years at Cedarville  — classic CedarOverCommitted — by far my favorite thing has been the debate team. This is a bit of a 
love letter to the practice of debate and a bit of an expression of 
hope that the team will continue to get 
better at Cedarville. 
My first year, I was absolutely terri-
fied walking into debate tryouts. I had de-
cided to do it because I couldn’t yet join 
the Model UN team, which at that point 
in my life I considered my true passion (I 
still do MUN at Cedarville, which is really 
fun and world-dominatey, but that’s for 
another article). I had never debated in my 
life. My tryout partner had been debating for four years in high 
school. We had to debate whether there should be a minimum 
wage in front of all the former debaters. I stood up, stuttered my 
way through a speech and wanted to melt into the floor.  There’s 
no way I got that,  I remember thinking.  This is why you don’t try 
new things. 
To my great surprise, about a week later I got a letter invit-
ing me to join the team. I was, naturally, shocked, but decided to 
give it a shot. Attending team meetings, I was so overwhelmed by 
the jargon.  What’s a turn? What’s an impact? What’s inherency? I 
should not have done this. Helpppppp. 
In fact, I kept going to tournaments with the team, and 
though I loved hanging out with this group of smart, witty, polit-
ically aware crowd, I was really feeling like I didn’t belong. Sure, 
we had fun goofing off together on the car rides and in the hotel 
pools (getting all your meals and accommodations paid for — plus 
scholarship — is seriously such a gift). But I was doing terribly at 
the tournaments. I would lose four out of six rounds. I thought 
about quitting so many times. Though I was contracted for the 
year, I thought I would quit first semester of my sophomore year 
— aka, ASAP. 
Still with me on this memoir-like journey? 
Something changed in me when we went to Nationals in Colo-
rado Springs. We flew out to the beautiful mountains. My partner 
was now my good friend (and future roommate) Becca, and we 
were having a really good time. I also had a tiny crush on a really 
smart, really funny junior debater, and he had a tiny crush on me. 
(We’ve been dating for a year and a half now.)
But ... neither of these things was the reason I decided to join. 
That tournament, I had  fun . I finally understood what was going 
on — the parts of a speech, the way to respond to arguments as 
quickly and efficiently as possible. And over time, my rounds start-
ed to get funner (it’s a word). We debated whether or not Trump 
had dementia in a round about whether he should be impeached. 
One time, the opposing team stood up and said, “We give up, we 
agree with them.” (We won that one, no shocker.) One time I acci-
dentally argued that capitalism is really effective and also that we 
should dismantle all economic systems and just live in communes, 
in the same speech. (I lost that one, no shocker.) 
It was in debate that I finally learned how to think for myself. 
I could critically take an idea and think, what did I learn about 
this growing up? What does the Bible say about this? What do my 
friends say about this? What does history say about this? And then 
finally:  What do I think about this? 
I met some of my closest friends, traveled all over the Mid-
west and as far as Georgia and Colorado, debated silly things and 
serious things, won and lost, and found myself. Somehow, that 
goofy freshman who barely understood what the minimum wage 
was is co-captain now. That’s what I call a pretty radical change. 
At Cedarville, we have rarely had an official debate coach, and 
in that way we’re not like any other sport. The truth is that they’re 
just hard to find, especially for a Christian school. We had to tran-
sition to a smaller league this year for many reasons, but we’re still 
trying our best to create a community where any idea is welcome 
— you just have to defend it. 
So ... want to come join?
Alexandria Hentschel is a junior International Studies and Span-
ish double major and the Off-Campus news editor for Cedars. She 
enjoys old books, strong coffee and honest debate.
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How can Christians bring 
honor to Christ through art?
Zac Benson
Assistant Professor of Ceramics/
Sculpture/3D
Being an artist is a 
calling. Thus, when 
you are being creative, 
it is bringing honor to 
Christ. 
If you represent Him in 
your daily life and allow 
him to come through 
your art, that will be 
honoring to Him. If you are struggling 
to understand how you could represent 
Him, start by caring for what He cares for 
and allow that to come through your art.
Christ cares for the poor, the widows, the 
lonely, the young, the old, the orphans, 
the unprotected, the refugees, the 
politicians, the brother, the mother and 
your neighbor. 
If Christ cares about all of these (as we 
can see from His Word) then we should 
care for them whatever we are doing. 
If you are making art, care for them 
through your art.
You should also care about Truth. His 
Truth. It does not waver and it does not 
turn void. 
Being able to stand firm in the 
marketplace on the Word and the Truth 
is incredibly hard. With that being said, 
what else would you rather do than 
follow in the Creator’s footsteps and 
speak His Truth to the masses. That is 
what I do! It is an incredibly rich and 
fulfilling life. What more could you want 
in life?
Just Sayin’ ... Alex Hentschel
What I’ve Learned From Debate Team 
BEOC
(Big Event Off Campus)
Spring Break
March 2-10, Anywhere But Here 
As much as we all love being on campus, it’s nice to 
change pace. Enjoy your break going on a missions trip, 
vacationing, binge-watching Netflix, or working on that 
massive final project.
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Railroad to Ministry
Retired professor Charles Clevenger seeks to minister to others through model railroad hobby
by Hannah Day
Dr. Charles Clevenger recently re-tired after 36 years of teaching mu-sic and art at Cedarville University. 
He was a passionate and dedicated teacher, 
showing his students that he loved them.
Callahan Jones, a former piano student 
of Clevenger, described him as a persistent 
teacher.
“He definitely is someone who likes to 
show you, rather than just tell you,” Jones 
said, “He’ll tell you, but then he’ll show you, 
and he’ll show you again.”
Now that he has retired, Clevenger has 
undertaken the task of recreating some of the 
railroads of Scioto County, where he spent his 
childhood, in his garage in Cedarville. There 
are many factors that influenced his decision 
to take up this particular hobby, but at the 
center they all point back to one thing: love.
Clevenger has always enjoyed trains 
and their models. For years, he has collected 
the model boxcars and engines. As a young 
boy, he and his brother even spent their time 
mowing lawns to earn enough money to build 
a model train set of their own. Now he is de-
signing a whole garage of train tracks, with 
detailed unseen levels to create the effect of 
trains coming from different directions. The 
fond memories of this time with his brother 
is one of the reasons he chose this hobby. 
“We slowly built a railroad with money 
from our grass-cutting business when we 
were kids, built it ourselves, did the scenery, 
built the tunnels, had the best time,” Clev-
enger said. “Some of it’s probably nostalgia 
from when I was a kid.”
This project has allowed Clevenger to 
interact and share with many others, some 
unexpected. He said that he has made a 
community of about eight friends who trade 
favors based on their strengths. Clevenger is 
more skilled in the artwork, while others are 
more inclined towards the coding and engi-
neering side of things.
“We’re all going back to our childhood; 
we’re hanging out and playing together,” 
Clevenger said. “Some of these are very seri-
ous people with doctorates who just want a 
chance to play.” 
Clevenger says that he hopes this proj-
ect never ends. However, he does plan to 
have it functioning by next labor day. His 
desire is to have it running well enough to 
invite people to come view it around that 
time. He wants to continue to work on the 
scenery for years to come.  
“In the model railroading hobby, ‘sce-
nic’ is also a verb,” explained Clevenger. “I 
don’t expect the ‘scenicing’ to be done for 
years. It’s just going to be my play project.”
Clevenger believes that everyone needs 
to have some kind of hobby, like his mod-
el train. Everyone needs a release from the 
stress of the everyday and a way to have fun. 
He says it is important for people’s mental 
well-being that they find time to play. This 
time should be intentional, ensuring that 
the non-serious, fun element to it remains 
the primary focus.
“I really intend to make sure there is a 
non-serious aspect of this,” Clevenger said, 
“and if it ceases to be fun, it becomes a job, 
and I retired from a perfectly good job here. 
I don’t want a job.”
 His ultimate goal is to find a way to use 
his hobby as a ministry, inviting those who 
need the Lord to view his work and to open 
up a path of communication to witness to 
them. This comes as no surprise to his stu-
dents, as this is the way Clevenger has al-
ways approached everything in his life. 
“Even when he was teaching here, he 
Photos courtesy Chuck Clevenger
Dr. Charles Clevenger has been interested in model trains from a very young age. Although the scenic decoration may be never ending, the main structure should be completed by Labor Day.
wanted to teach everyone how to play pia-
no,” said Jones, “but ultimately he wanted 
to impact people’s hearts for Christ.”
Clevenger continues to make this his 
primary goal in his retirement. He wants 
to share his love of trains with others in a 
way that will open up opportunities to share 
with them his far greater love for Christ.
He said that it is important to use our 
activities and hobbies to invite people who 
need the Lord into our fun. “You ought to 
be able to have fun while doing ministry,” 
he said.
Hannah Day is a sophomore forensic sci-
ence major from Pennsylvania and campus 
reporter for Cedars. She enjoys theatre, 
music, and correcting people.
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Photo courtesy of Chuck Clevenger
Dr. Charles Clevenger, retired professor of music, has found ministry in model trains.
Dr. David Van Dyke
Chair, IL MFT Licensure & Disciplinary Board
Commissioner, COAMFTE
therapist 
professor
wheaton.edu/MFT   
Dr. Van Dyke sees human suffering and 
healing through the lens of relationships. 
Our faculty develop the whole person 
to foster new possibilities for personal, 
professional, and relational growth. Train 
with visionaries in the field to pursue one 
of the fastest growing careers through the 
M.A. In Marriage & Family Therapy.
The Marriage and Family Therapy program at 
Wheaton College is accredited by the Commission 
on Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy 
Education (COAMFTE), 112 South Alfred Street, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 703.838.9808, coa@
aamft.org
visionary
by Zach Krauss
Pastor and author Dr. Warren Wiersbe will donate his personal library to Ce-darville University. This collection of 
over 13,000 titles, including commentaries, 
literary works, and nonfiction publications, 
will be housed in the Warren and Betty Wi-
ersbe Library and Reading room in the Cen-
ter for Biblical and Theological Studies.
Dr. Thomas White, president of Cedar-
ville University said that Wiersbe’s love for 
people makes the donation meaningful.
“He told me that good preachers must 
care about the people they speak to in or-
der to preach well,” White said in an email 
interview. “He also loves words; his library 
includes many different genres which adds 
a breadth to his preaching and writing.”
White said that Wiersbe is a wordsmith 
known for his ability to make complex pas-
sages simple while also using alliteration 
to make it memorable. White said that his 
love for words and writing styles can clear-
ly be seen in his preaching, and that this all 
points to how genuine and down to earth 
Wiersbe is.
Dr. Jason Lee, dean of the School of 
Biblical and Theological Studies and pro-
fessor of theological studies, said Wiersbe 
is one of the most humble men he has ever 
met.
“He has accomplished many things 
through his international preaching min-
istry and his volumes of publications,” Lee 
said in an email interview. “However, he is 
also one of the most personable pastors that 
you would ever meet.”
The library will function as a place of 
study and reference for all students on cam-
pus. Many of the texts in the library include 
Wiersbe’s personal notes and insights, 
which will allow students to follow his 
thoughts as he wrote sermons and messages 
while reading through his library. 
White is excited to see how the library 
will influence the student body. He hopes 
that the library will cast a vision for the stu-
dents to develop their own personal librar-
ies.
“In the ages of electronic resources, 
reading books, making notes in those books, 
and leaving a legacy behind for others to 
see, is rare,” White said. 
He hopes to see a generation that will 
follow in Wiersbe’s footsteps of faithful-
ly preaching the text, applying the text to 
the lives of people, and compelling people 
to follow Jesus with well-crafted sentences 
and outlines that edify believers and glorify 
God.
Dr. Lee believes that the library will be 
an invaluable resource for anyone hoping to 
seriously study the Scriptures for the pur-
pose of Bible study or discipleship.
“For students preparing for ministry, 
the books that Dr. Wiersbe used to develop 
his sermons and to write his pastoral com-
mentaries are now available to the next gen-
eration of pastors and teachers,” Lee said. 
“I hope the legacy of Dr. Wiersbe lives on 
not just in the library, but in the Biblical ex-
position done by students shaped by these 
books.”
Zach Krauss is a senior pharmacy/music 
double major from central Texas and cam-
pus reporter for Cedars. He loves music, 
theatre, biology, community, and meeting 
new people.
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Read and Reflect
Author Warren Wiersbe donates personal library to Cedarville University
Photo provided by Nancy Voorhies
Dr. Warren Wiersbe (right) shows his personal library to Dr. Thomas White (center) and Dr. Jason Lee (left). The collection will be donated to Cedarville University. 
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Gov. DeWine Charts Path For Ohio’s Future
by Kassandra Kirsch
Mike DeWine, 72, was officially sworn into office on January 14 as the new Governor of Ohio. He 
has a long list of accomplishments and po-
litical positions he has held since his politi-
cal career began, including but not limited 
to attorney, senator and a spot in the House 
of Representatives. His experience will cer-
tainly aid in his tenure as governor 
Dr. Mark Smith, a history and political 
science professor at Cedarville University, 
said that DeWine is well-known in Ohio, 
and this contributed to his win. 
“He is the kind of guy that can call peo-
ple in every county that he knows and have 
favors from and relationships with, in a way 
that I don’t really think any other politician 
in Ohio can do,” Smith said. 
Smith believed that these personal con-
nections are what won him the office of gov-
ernor over his opponent, Richard Corvey.
“His experience, his name recognition, 
and his background here was really hard for 
Richard Corvey to overcome,” Smith said. 
DeWine is a Republican, like Ohio’s last 
governor, John Kasich. That the office is not 
switching parties reassures Ohio business-
man Tom Kern, in regards to how DeWine 
is going to handle his new position. 
“We have lower taxes today than we 
had three years ago,” Kern said.  “When 
it comes to taxes, we won’t see very much 
difference … [DeWine] will probably try to 
continue to reduce Ohio’s taxes.” 
In a recent interview Cedars had with 
DeWine, he said his main priorities and 
plans for Ohio’s future begins with ending 
the drug epidemic. His plan has several 
different approaches that DeWine intends 
to put into place around the same time, 
starting with working to educate children 
in every grade about drugs and teaching 
them to make wise decisions. DeWine also 
plans to increase the presence of drug task 
forces to bring down cartels. The final 
technique that DeWine plans to use is to 
make treatment more readily available. 
DeWine’s second priority after taking 
care of the drug epidemic is education, most 
specifically that of grade-school children in 
lower-income areas. 
“We are going to increase the number 
of quality preschool programs in the state 
for poor families,” he said in the interview. 
Following that DeWine is going to im-
prove the home-visit program that already 
exists in an outreach attempt to help the 
parents so their children can be educated 
and assisted.
Those are DeWine’s biggest goals, but 
following directly after is his concern for the 
lack of skilled workers in Ohio.
“When you talk to businessmen and 
women throughout Ohio, the number one 
concern they express is that they cannot 
find the workers that have the requisite 
skills they need,” DeWine said.
DeWine said his office is going to create 
a program that allows both just-graduated 
high school students and adults  in the mid-
dle of their careers to attend a three-week 
program and learn specific skills. This pro-
gram will be free to those involved and the 
first and biggest step to closing the age gaps. 
Companies are running out of young peo-
ple who have trade skills such as carpentry, 
welding, or construction, for example.
DeWine lives just outside of Cedarville, 
and intends to continue living there. The new 
Governor of Ohio also has more personal 
connections to Cedarville University, at one 
point working as a visiting professor along-
side many of the faculty on campus. This 
adds a more personal connection for Cedar-
ville students and staff, according to  Smith.
“We have a good relationship with Mike 
DeWine, a lot of the faculty here have lived 
here a long time and know him well,” Smith 
said.  “We have a lot of strong relationships 
with him. I think he is a friend of religious 
liberty, a strong advocate for religious val-
ues and I think in that sense he will be really 
beneficial for Cedarville.” 
Kassandra Kirsch is a junior English ma-
jor and a staff writer for off-campus news. 
She loves the outdoors, animals of all kinds, 
and reading more books than she should.
Photo from Wikimedia Commons
Mike DeWine was sworn in as governor of Ohio on Jan. 14, adding to an already illustrious 
career in politics. DeWine, a Cedarville resident, has previously served Ohio as lieutenant 
governor, state senator and attorney general. 
by Madeleine Mosher
On Tuesday, Jan. 22, it was below 10 degrees at Wright State University in Dayton, Ohio. Snow covered the sidewalks, and the wind speeds were 
somewhere in the 3-to-5 mph range. Justice could not wait 
for warmer temperatures, however — a strike had just be-
gun.
A handful of determined Wright State faculty stood on 
the street corners outside the entrance to the university, 
bearing red signs that read “Strike for Wright.” They were 
prepared for the cold with hats, coats and gloves, and had 
camping chairs piled with water bottles and hand and foot 
warmers. Some strikers danced, maybe to stay warm, as 
Billboard Top 100 music played from a speaker. Cars driv-
ing by honked at the demonstration. 
This scene was the next battle in a two-year-long fight 
over the faculty contract with Wright State University. The 
fight finally came to a tentative truce on Sunday, Feb. 10, 
when the union and board of trustees came to an agreement.
Wright State’s chapter of the American Association of 
University Professors (AAUP) and the university adminis-
tration have been attempting to negotiate a new contract 
since January of 2017. On Jan. 4 of this year, the university 
imposed a contract without negotiation. It included chang-
es to health care and furlough terms, but it did not change 
the salaries for professors.
Although state law requires health care to be one part 
of a contract that is negotiated, the imposed contract stated 
that the administration could make any changes to health 
care as long as it gave the faculty and staff 60 days notice, 
according to Dr. Martin Kich, a Wright State English profes-
sor and president of the Wright State Chapter of the AAUP. 
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Wright to Strike
Wright State faculty union and university finally agree on a new contract
Photo by Paolo Carrion
Wright State faculty picket while on strike Tuesday, Jan. 22. The strike was due to the university imposing a contract after negotiations that started in January 2017 stalled out.
February 2019 9
OFF CAMPUS
He also said that the imposed contract did not constrain the 
university’s ability to place faculty on furlough. 
The striking faculty were protesting the terms, but they 
were also protesting the administration instituting a con-
tract before negotiations, which began in 2017, were com-
plete. 
The university administration and the faculty union 
renegotiate their contract regularly. But when it came time 
for the January 2017 negotiation, the trustees had more on 
their minds than just a contract — they had money issues to 
wrangle with.  
The financial crisis is the consequence years of spend-
ing. By 2016, the university had spent $130 billion dollars in 
reserve cash, and had run negative numbers for five  years. 
According to Kich, none of that spending was on aca-
demics, though academics are what make the university the 
most money. 
The university has been making budget cuts in order 
to remedy the dire financial situation, and from its point of 
view, the imposed contract was another way to rescue the 
university from drowning in the waters of a budget crisis.  
When it was time, in January 2017, for the regularly 
scheduled negotiating of the contract to begin, the admin-
istration and the union had 36 articles to get through. By 
March, they had moved through 30 of them, even if they 
hadn’t solidly agreed on all of them. 
Then, Kich said, “The university pulled the plug.” 
The president at the time, David Hopkins, was forced 
out of his office and replaced by an interim president. Noth-
ing was done about the contract until the current president, 
Cheryl B. Schrader, took office. Then the trustees wanted 
to start negotiations from scratch, instead of working with 
proposals that had already been laid out. According to Kich, 
this type of bargaining decelerates negotiation, which takes 
more time. 
In winter 2018, the university and the union began a 
fact-finding investigation. The trustees accepted the find-
ings — the union rejected them. The year carried on with 
interspersed meetings that made very little progress. 
Kich said that though the administration met with the 
union, they did not make an effort to truly negotiate. How-
ever, in a statement from Schrader, she maintained that the 
university negotiated “in good faith” with the union. 
In the same statement, released by the Wright State 
Media Team, Schrader said, “The employment terms [in the 
imposed contract] are fair in light of our unprecedented fi-
nancial crisis.”
However, Kich said that even if the school cut academic 
spending by 20 percent, it would only save the university 
3.5 percent of the university’s budget. 
“And it would have a devastating impact on our aca-
demic offerings,” he said.  
On Wright State’s website the university stated that, 
during the university’s financial crisis, university employees 
have made concessions on the terms and conditions of their 
employment. According to the Labor Relations division, the 
contract with the AAUP members has not changed through-
out the crisis. 
Kich countered this statement, saying that those em-
ployees not represented by the union didn’t have a choice 
but to accept changes to their employment terms and con-
ditions. 
The faculty did not accept these terms and conditions, 
so they went on strike. 
At the strike, senior English professor Michelle 
Metzner said that the strikers were fighting for Wright State 
students. 
In between slipping her tablet out of her coat to skip 
or choose a song playing through the speaker, Metzner ex-
plained that if the university’s faculty contract isn’t attrac-
tive, then it won’t be able to bring on the professors that are 
good for the school.
And if it doesn’t hire good professors, the academic 
prowess of the school will diminish, and that will be unfair 
to the students and the community, according to Metzner. 
The faculty began strike demonstrations at 7:30 every 
morning, and took shifts until 6 p.m. Though Kich said that 
the strike would be disruptive and cause complications on 
campus, a release from the Wright State Media team said 
that 80 percent of classes were still held despite the strike, 
using graduate students, substitutes, or regular professors 
who did not participate in the strike, implying less impact 
than may have been desired. 
The strike achieved enough impact for the union, how-
ever, because it and the board of trustees have tentatively 
agreed on a contract, thus ending the strike. The contract 
makes all health care provisions negotiable and caps in-
creases on premiums and out-of-pocket expenses at 35 per-
cent. It also only allows the university to furlough faculty 
members once a semester. 
The board of trustees voted in the contract, but the 
union members still have to make their final decision, which 
could take two or three weeks. Kich said he thinks they will 
approve it, though he doesn’t know for sure. 
Madeleine Mosher is a sophomore journalism major and a 
Campus News Co-editor for Cedars. When she’s not com-
plaining about homework or having a snack, she enjoys 
coffee, words, and rock ‘n’ roll.
Photo by Paolo Carrion
Teachers and supporters stand on street corners while on strike against Wright State.
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Withdrawing Soldiers in Syria 
Could Have Global Consequences
by Jacob Oedy
President Donald Trump’s order to pull the troops out of Syria in December was met with mixed reactions. Despite Trump’s patriotic presentation, his return to 
early-American ideology could lead to Middle Eastern de-
stabilization and international conflict.
Almost 250 years ago, during his presidential fare-
well address, George Washington offered a series of cau-
tions and encouragements to the infant country. Among 
them was the advice to avoid entanglements and perma-
nent alliances in the affairs of European countries. His 
counsel to “have with them as little political connection 
as possible” defined America’s foreign policy for more 
than a century.
The beginning of the 20th century, however, pro-
pelled the country into ideological change. Inventions 
increased trade and communication, while massive wars 
threatened to reshape the world. Since the fall of Hitler’s 
regime and the institution of the United Nations, the 
United States has operated and intervened in a host of 
global conflicts. Now, the 45th president wants to begin 
reducing the international involvement of the American 
military once more. 
On December 19, President Trump used Twitter to an-
nounce the withdrawal of American troops in Syria. 
“We have won against ISIS,” Trump said in a short 
video. “We’ve beaten them, and we’ve beaten them badly. 
We’ve taken back the land, and it’s time for our troops to 
come back home.”
Political science professor Dr. Glen Duerr explained 
that the desire to pull troops out of foreign conflicts has 
been an element of Trump’s ideology since before his 
term.
“President Trump campaigned on a reduced US foot-
print globally,” Duerr said. “He was a big critic of the Iraq 
war and the overt use of US soldiers overseas.”
Trump initially announced the withdrawal as some-
thing immediate and absolute, but the decision was met 
with bipartisan opposition that included the resignation of 
Secretary of Defense James Mattis. In his letter of resigna-
tion, Mattis respectfully detailed the discrepancies between 
his philosophy of foreign relations and the president’s de-
cision.
“My views on treating allies with respect and also being 
clear-eyed about both malign actors and strategic compet-
itors are strongly held and informed by over four decades 
of immersion in these issues,” Mattis said. “We must do ev-
erything possible to advance an international order that is 
most conductive to our security, prosperity and values, and 
we are strengthened in this effort by the solidarity of our 
alliances.”
Mattis was not the only government official to dis-
agree with President Trump on the issue. A bipartisan 
collection of senators appealed to the President with a 
written letter. Others, such as former Arkansas governor 
Mike Huckabee, engaged Trump on his preferred stage 
— Twitter.
“I want troops home too, but leaving Syria abruptly 
is betrayal to Kurds who have sacrificed and shed blood 
for Americans, and it leaves Syrian Christians as sitting 
ducks,” Huckabee tweeted. “Please @realDonaldTrump 
re-think this! Your friends and supporters hope you re-
consider.”
President Trump still intends to pull American forces 
out of the Middle East, but Duerr believes that the negative 
reception has slowed the process. 
“The fact that Secretary Mattis resigned is a bad sign 
for [Trump],” Duerr said. “Mattis is still highly regarded in 
military and foreign policy circles. As a result of that, Pres-
ident Trump said, ‘I’m going to withdraw [troops], but I’m 
going to take a lot longer to do so.’”
In fact, Duerr does not believe the President will with-
draw a significant number of soldiers during his first term. 
Instead, he will likely avoid the potential loss of support in 
Photo from Wikimedia Commons
Various groups have long been protesting for U.S. troops to withdraw from Syria, including the HandsOffSyria rally, which took 
place in New York in April of 2017. Others feel like a withdrawal will lead to destabilization in the region.
February 2019 11
OFF CAMPUS
the 2020 election, enacting his plan slowly. In the mean-
time, the president has been called on to consider the inter-
national effects of American withdrawal. Duerr explained 
that a lack of American presence could leave Syria in the 
hands of other nations whose interests conflict with the U.S. 
Among these countries are Turkey and Russia.
 While the Turks’ stake in Syria revolves around a con-
flict with the Kurds, Duerr believes that the Russians have 
various reasons of to become involved in the Middle East-
ern country.
“Bashar al Assad is Russia’s last remaining ally in the 
Middle East,” said Duerr. 
Their alliance, he explained, provides Russia with ac-
cess to strategically vital airstrips and naval bases. 
“Russia’s going to cling tooth and nail to Bashar al As-
sad staying in power,” he said.
Beyond the potential responses of Russia and Turkey, 
many politicians have also raised concerns over the recov-
ery of ISIS if Syria is left without American support. While 
Libertarians such as Rand Paul and the president himself 
view the Islamic state as defeated, a reported 14,000 Islam-
ic militants remain.
Along with a belief that ISIS has been sufficiently de-
feated, Trump’s supporters also show a desire to reclaim the 
principles set forth by George Washington and the foreign 
policy of the United States before World War II.
“Most of America’s founding fathers wanted to avoid 
foreign entanglements,” Duerr said. “It’s something that’s 
ebbed and flowed in American politics.” 
Washington’s advice may have been wise for the time 
period, but the world has changed drastically since the 18th 
century, in ways the Founding Fathers couldn’t have imag-
ined. Due to these changes, it may be unrealistic for Ameri-
cans to pursue isolation from foreign affairs.
Duerr suggested that avoiding entanglements would 
actually have negative affects across the world, leaving it ex-
posed to oppressive rulers and increased crime. A decrease 
in American presence could invite other nations and orga-
nizations to rewrite world order, such as China, Russia, or 
violent non-state actors
The uncertainty and lack of stability that accompanies 
American withdrawal from Syria creates a philosophical 
self-contradiction for the United States, as it may result in 
less American ideology worldwide. However, Trump is not 
without supporters of the withdrawal, especially among lib-
ertarians.
“It’s [an ideology] that’s advanced by a lot of libertar-
ians who will say ‘we need to protect liberty in the US. We 
need to stop imposing ourselves on others,’” Duerr said. 
The US has more military operations than the general 
public may realize. Smaller American forces are all over the 
globe.
“The United States has thousands of special ops soldiers 
in over 100 countries around the world,” Duerr said. “We 
tend to look at numbers in Syria, Iraq, and Afghanistan, but 
the truth of the matter is that special ops are everywhere, and 
they’ve taken on a much bigger share of the fighting over the 
last two decades than they’re given credit for.”
While the nation waits for President Trump to make 
a move, Duerr mentioned one way all Christians can be 
involved in the complex and potentially combustible situ-
ation.
“It’s a much needed area of prayer,” Duerr said. “Just 
for peace to reign.” 
Jacob Oedy is a freshman journalism major and a staff 
writer for off-campus news and arts and entertainment. 
He enjoys creative writing, quoting TV shows, and hang-
ing out with the best hall on campus, Brock 3 East.
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Dancing Until Eternity
Ayo, Cedarville’s student dance org, strives to worship God through joy-filled dance
by Katie Milligan
Ayo specializes in choreography and dance and seeks to bring glory to God through performance art.Ayo, meaning ‘joy’ in the West African language 
Yoruba, is a young student organization — only about seven 
years old. Prior to its formation, the only dance org on cam-
pus was Expressions of Praise, which performed worship 
dances in chapel. 
The dance org has grown quickly in recent years. Kaela 
Indyk, senior psychology major, has been involved with Ayo 
since her freshman year and is now the org’s president. She 
estimates that the org has about 90 members, with 30 join-
ing in the past year alone.
Indyk has been a dancer since age 3, and Ayo was a ma-
jor factor in her decision to attend Cedarville. After nearly 
four years of involvement in the org, she is grateful for Ayo’s 
community.
“Students that wouldn’t normally meet each other or 
hang out can come together and dance for the Lord,” Indyk 
said.
Maria Salow, freshman linguistics major and Ayo inter-
im officer, encourages all students to try out for Ayo, regard-
less of their skill level.
Salow said she appreciates getting to experience the 
talents of her fellow dancers.
“I love seeing all the diverse dance styles,” she said. 
“That’s encouraging to me that I get to witness and see the 
glory of God as they’re dancing. It’s so beautiful.”
Salow also believes that Ayo has built a tight-knit com-
munity grounded in mutual faith.
“When we’re struggling through something, we ask 
each other for prayer,” she said. “Not only are we dancing 
together, but we’re praying, doing life, chasing after Jesus 
together. It’s such a blessing.”
Junior electrical engineering major Michael Dundas 
serves as Ayo’s treasurer. Dundas enjoys that dance offers 
both an escape from the pressure of student life as well as 
an avenue of praise.
“I like it because it provides a good stress-relief out-
let,” he said. “I also like the emphasis that dance is an act 
of worship.”
Amy Wikrent, a sophomore  English major and another 
interim officer, assists in overseeing auditions and training 
for leadership roles in the coming years.
She has had extensive formal dance training from a 
young age in styles such as jazz, ballet, hip-hop and even 
Polish dancing, and is thankful that Ayo brings her the 
Photo by Carrie Bergan
The dancers circle up for quick introductions before they start learning the dance steps. Anyone can enter Ayo, but dancers are separated based on their level of skill and ability.
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opportunity to further develop her love of 
dance.
“I was happy to pick it up again in col-
lege and find a place where I can have joy in 
something I love doing,” she said.
In the future, Indyk wants to continue 
placing emphasis on the gospel above all else. 
“I’m excited to see what new changes 
come about,” she said. “I want them to be 
able to take it and run with it; if they have 
visions, I want to see what that looks like.”
Ayo holds open auditions each semes-
ter and welcomes dancers of any skill level. 
During auditions, Ayo officers teach par-
ticipants a short dance, then record their 
performance; though no one is cut, officers 
then rank the dancers based on their skill 
level on a scale of 1-6. 
Ayo puts on both a fall and spring 
showcase at the Cedarville Opera House, 
spending an entire semester preparing for 
each performance. Officers and experienced 
Ayo members serve as choreographers and 
select, plan and oversee a different style of 
dance. Based on their skill levels, org mem-
bers can sign up for as many dances as 
they wish. Each dance entails a time com-
mitment of one hour of practice per week, 
which takes place in the movement studio 
in the SSC and exercise studio in the recre-
ation center. 
This semester, the 23 available dance 
classes include hip-hop, jazz, Broadway, 
contemporary ballet, tap, Bollywood, lyr-
ical, swing, color guard and acro, among 
many others. As the season progresses, Ayo 
will hold solo, duet, and small group audi-
tions, and the final showcase lineup will in-
clude between 26 and 28 dances.
For more difficult dances, a higher skill 
level might be required.
“But there are a lot of all-level dances,” 
Ashleigh Veltman, senior nursing major 
and the org’s secretary, said, “which is awe-
some, because the point is that everyone can 
join and dance.”
Last semester, Ayo’s fall showcase 
“Sojourn” centered on storytelling and the 
believer’s journey through life. Indyk said 
it was a huge success, because of the focus 
on worship and Ayo incorporating a gospel 
presentation for the first time.
“A lot of people took the initiative to 
choreograph to worship songs and have 
really good meaning behind their dances,” 
Veltman said.
Each choreographer is responsible to 
choose the song for their style of dance, as 
well as the costume, whether they order it 
online or plan to pull together items that 
dancers already own. The choreographers 
then purchase the costumes in bulk, and the 
dancers pay for half the expense while Ayo 
covers the other half. Stage hair and make-
up also largely fall to the individual dancers 
and depend on the style of dance.
Through their song, costume and style 
selections, all 23 choreographers build a co-
hesive show under a single theme.
“We really encourage choreographers 
to tell their stories and why they picked the 
dance that they did,” Indyk said.
Amidst Ayo’s growing popularity, sev-
eral outside organizations have reached out 
and requested dancers for a variety of proj-
ects, including everything from a church 
music video to a project promoting healing 
from sexual abuse.
“It’s really cool that people are noticing 
that we want to use this for good,” Veltman 
said. “They’re starting to see that maybe we 
could expand from our showcases.”
However, Ayo acknowledges the stigma 
surrounding dance, and the officers express 
Ayo’s intentions to follow the doctrine laid 
out in 1 Corinthians 10:31: “Whether you eat 
or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the 
glory of God.”
“For some reason, dance seems to have 
more of a taboo,” Veltman said. “I think it’s 
important to show that if we are taking the 
right mindset, and we are serving the Lord 
through it, and we are cautious of our mod-
esty and movements and making sure it’s 
not inappropriate in any way, then there is 
nothing wrong with using [dance] to glorify 
the Lord.”
Indyk agrees that growing support 
from Cedarville’s campus is both crucial and 
meaningful.
“Our shows reach a fair amount of peo-
ple, and having campus be able to come is 
really sweet,” she said.
In order to remain focused on Christ, 
the officers have chosen Jeremiah 31:13 as 
Ayo’s motto and guiding principle: “Then 
young women will dance and be glad, young 
men and old as well. I will turn their mourn-
ing into gladness; I will give them comfort 
and joy instead of sorrow.”
Indyk hopes to apply this verse to all 
of Ayo’s operations this semester and in se-
mesters to come.
“We’re going to really cling to that verse 
as a reminder of why we rejoice, and why 
we are glad in Christ, and why we dance,” 
she said.
Veltman conducted extensive research 
and consulted wise, godly sources to ensure 
that the officers did not pull Jeremiah 31:13 
out of context. She came to the conclusion 
that the joy described in the verse is the 
same joy Ayo hopes to claim in Christ.
“The Lord is going to turn all the mourn-
ing of this world into gladness and comfort 
and joy instead of sorrow, and that’s what 
we want to show the world through our 
dance,” she said. “Even though things might 
be a little crummy here, we have hope, we 
have joy, and we’re going to dance, from 
now until eternity.”
This spring, in addition to their show-
case, Ayo will perform in “Sing, Dance, 
Laugh,” on Feb. 22 and 23 in the Recital 
Hall, alongside The Inversions (student a 
cappella group) and DTR (student comedy 
org). All proceeds will be donated to charity.
Currently, Ayo is hard at work prepar-
ing for their upcoming spring showcase on 
April 12 and 13, titled “Hills and Valleys,” 
that focuses on the highs and lows of life. 
During the week of auditions, officers held 
an all-org meeting where choreographers 
presented their dances so members can sign 
up for however many they choose. 
On the week of the show is a dress re-
hearsal where Ayo as a whole runs through 
the show twice before performing on Friday 
and Saturday. Admission costs $5 per per-
son. Tickets will be available the week of the 
show from 11-2 in the lower SSC, as well as 
at the door on the nights of the performance.
Katie Milligan is a sophomore English ma-
jor. She enjoys taking Polaroid photos, eat-
ing pasta, and watching Disney movies.
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105 W Xenia Ave, 
Cedarville, OH 45314
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by Lauren McGuire
Students sometimes just need a chance to relax, laugh and forget their schoolwork, and DTR gives students that chance.  The improv comedy group hosts sever-
al shows and workshops per semester, their most famous 
show being “Sing, Dance, Laugh.” 
They have been bringing monthly shows to Cedarville 
free of charge since 2011.
For Danae Dray and Bethany Priest, auditioning for a 
spot in DTR was an impulsive decision that brought them 
into a community they never expected to find. 
Priest didn’t think she was funny enough to get a spot 
on the team, but she auditioned anyway.
“For some reason they let me in,” Priest said.
When Priest and Dray joined the group during the 
spring of 2017, they didn’t know how much it would impact 
their lives. At first, they just saw it as a fun opportunity to 
try — they had no idea it would turn into something they 
would love doing long-term. 
Priest said the group dynamic is the most important el-
ement of the organization. DTR is different from stand-up 
comedy — members don’t perform by themselves on stage 
with predeveloped material. Instead, the group works to-
gether to make a group joke on the spot. The small, 11-mem-
ber cast reaches the minimum member requirement to be 
considered an organization and, according to Priest, this 
allows them to work well together. 
“There is so much entertainment, especially comedy, 
that is not clean, that isn’t wholesome and isn’t allowing 
thoughts to be made and kept captive to Christ,” Priest said.
Being a student is stressful, so DTR acts as a fun outlet 
for students to experience the good medicine of laughter.
“Each time we go to have a show, we try to focus on how 
there could be someone here today who is just really having 
a rough time,” Dray said. “I definitely believe that God can 
really use laughter to just bring a little bit of joy into some-
one’s life when they need it.”
 For Dray, DTR is a great break from the other things 
that are going on in everyday life. It allows her to keep an 
outlet to actively keep the creative abilities God has giv-
en her, especially as she is an early education major. The 
community within the group of members produces lifelong 
friendships for those involved in the organization. They 
pray at practices and share prayer requests in a group chat.
Since there are so few members in DTR, all the mem-
bers can have the same vision for the org and are able to 
focus on the things that matter the most.  
“We always kind of joke that we are auditioning people 
to be our friends,” Priest said.
Although it is partially just in good fun, the auditions 
for the group do go beyond whether a person has a good 
sense of humor. Priest said that while auditioning, the cur-
rent members are confirming that someone will fit with the 
group dynamic. Auditions generally happen in the fall to 
give new members time to get accustomed to the commu-
nity of the group.
DTR blends different people from different majors to-
gether. Both Priest and Dray said they find each member 
plays a vital role in the success of the group and that they 
function just as a family would. This tightknit org blends 
both laughter and seriousness together while working to-
gether to bless the student body.
The DTR’s next event is Sing, Dance, Laugh, a collab-
oration with Ayo, the dance org, and The Inversions, the 
a capella org. This performance will take place at 7 p.m. 
on Feb. 22-23 in the Recital Hall. DTR is also planning 
another event for March.
Lauren McGuire is a sophomore professional writing and 
information design major and writer for Cedars. She loves 
birthday cake ice cream, watching The Office and late 
night runs.
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Take a Break
Cedarville’s improv comedy group provides stress relief for students
Photo by Kaleigh Smith
Back row (Men) left to right: Kyle Semmelroth, Philip Gammie, Josiah Fragnito, Jake Tanner, Christopher Eldredge. 
Front row (Women) left to right: Danae Dray, Bailey Elizebeth, Elena Hein, Lauren “Lo” Ries, Bethany Priest, and Emily Entner.
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Annie Kaster: Mitts and Medicine
by Shelby McGuire
A nnie Kaster made a difficult choice two and a half years ago when choosing to come to Cedarville. 
She was a dedicated AAA-level hockey 
player in love with her sport, but also pas-
sionate about medicine. 
She wanted to continue her hockey ca-
reer at the college level, and she had many 
opportunities to do so. But her desire to 
pursue a degree in the medical field tugged 
at her heart just a little harder. 
Kaster, a junior chemistry pre-med ma-
jor, left her hockey bag behind at her home 
in White Lake, Michigan during her first 
year at Cedarville.
In the fall of 2016, Kaster registered for 
classes and moved into Johnson Hall. Al-
though she had given up her hockey dream, 
she hadn’t given up the valuable life lessons 
that the sport had taught her. 
Rebekah Jamison, Kaster’s RA, said 
she became an influential  team player in 
the hall, building relationships and proving 
herself to be a confident leader. Kaster said 
hockey taught her how to be a team player 
and to use her strengths and weaknesses ef-
fectively.
She committed herself to academics us-
ing the dedication and hard work that she 
had learned in the hockey rink. She start-
ed out as a nursing major but eventually to 
switched to chemistry pre-med.
Hockey has been a major part of 
Kaster’s life for almost as long as she can 
remember. She first ventured out on the 
ice in figure skates at the age of 3. At 12, 
she traded in her figure skates for a pair 
of hockey skates to be just like her older 
brother. 
At the end of her first season, she re-
alized her connection with hockey went 
deeper than just wanting  to be like her 
older brother. It was the playoff game 
against the team that had been their un-
matched rivals. The score was 2-0 and 
with almost no time left on the clock, 
Kaster got a break away and scored a goal. 
Although her team didn’t win, it felt like 
a victory to put up a fight against the top 
team in the league. 
At age 14 when Kaster and her team 
played in the national tournament in Texas 
where they fought their way to third in the 
nation.
Hockey also taught her physical tough-
ness. She learned to push through the pain 
of a few sprained ankles and two concus-
sions during her hockey career. She said 
that hockey taught her how to conduct her-
self with balance and strength. 
Although Kaster was confident in her 
choice to give up her hockey dream and pur-
sue medicine at Cedarville, she still missed 
it. Any chance she got, she was on the ice 
playing hockey with friends on weekends 
and breaks. 
During her sophomore year at Cedar-
ville, she was excited to learn about an op-
portunity to bring her hockey bag to Cedar-
ville and play for the student-organized club 
hockey team. 
The team plays every Sunday night at a 
local rink against other club teams. Kaster 
said that it has been a different experience 
playing at Cedarville than teams she has 
been on in the past. Currently, Kaster is 
the only woman on the team — and in the 
league. 
She said this is sometimes intimidating 
as it often draws attention from other teams 
in the league, but the guys on her team 
stand up for her when she is called out or 
made fun of on the ice. 
Now that she’s the only woman on the 
team, Kaster sometimes misses some of the 
team bonding time from her past experi-
ence on a travel team. 
“It’s hard to get pumped for a game 
jamming to music in the locker room by 
yourself,” she said. 
She has enjoyed the freedom of being 
on a less structured team with the ability to 
show off and try new tricks during a game 
without getting benched for it. 
Kaster may have given up a career in 
hockey when she chose to pursue medicine 
at Cedarville, but she did not give up her 
love for the sport that means so much to 
her and her childhood. As she continues 
her education at Cedarville, she is look-
ing into several career paths in the med-
ical field while still spending weekly time 
shooting pucks at a local hockey rink with 
her new team. 
Shelby McGuire is a sophomore journal-
ism major and Campus News Co-editor for 
Cedars. She enjoys working out as well as 
feeding her caffeine addiction pretending 
that she has her life together.
Photo by Kelsey Feuerhak
Annie Kaster is the vice president of the hockey org and the only female on the team.
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by Josh Stevens
The Cedarville University baseball team is gearing up for another sea-son, and this year, the team is all 
about facing adversity. The G-MAC coaches 
poll has the Yellow Jackets placed 12th out 
of 13 teams, and 11-year head coach Michael 
Manes has a message for his team: Prove 
them wrong.
“They obviously don’t think a whole lot 
of us,” Manes said. “But we know better.”
The Jackets are preparing to fight in the 
conference and are making changes to help 
reach their goals. One way they are switch-
ing it up is practicing from 10 p.m. to 1 a.m., 
instead of getting up to practice at 5 a.m. A 
team vote overwhelmingly decided the new 
practice time. 
Despite some changes, the Jackets 
boast several returning starters, key play-
ers and newcomers with great potential for 
their 2019 squad. Even though he hasn’t 
seen his team in a game yet, Manes says he 
is confident.
“This very well could be the best team 
that I’ve had since I’ve been here,” Manes 
said. “And I expect us to shock everybody.” 
Returning to the dugout this season 
is senior Ross Melchior, who was sec-
ond-team all-conference last year. Markus 
Neff, Elijah Sanchez and Bryce Hughes re-
turn from injury and are expected to make 
big contributions. With these players back 
healthy, and a good freshman class, the 
Jackets are looking forward to this year.
“Injuries affected pretty much every-
one,” Sanchez said. “And our season [last 
year] tumbled as a result. We have moved 
on from last season and set goals we know 
are attainable.” 
The Jackets went 9-29 last season, 
a winning percentage of just under 24 
percent. They won just four games in the 
G-MAC and finished with a .261 batting 
average. They start this season with four 
straight away games, two against Ken-
tucky State, then Young Harris and Clark 
Atlanta. They then travel to Florida for 
the annual Russmatt Invitational, where 
they will play five games in one week. 
Their first home game comes on March 13 
against Miami Hamilton. Conference play 
starts March 15 when Ohio Valley comes 
to town for doubleheaders on both Friday 
and Saturday. Their season closes with 
two doubleheaders at Findlay on May 3 
and 4, before the G-MAC tournament 
from May 8-10.
This season the Jackets and Manes are 
focusing on more than just the physicality 
of the game. 
“As Yogi Berra said: ‘Baseball is 90 per-
cent mental and the other half is physical,’” 
said Manes. “We have spent a lot of time 
working on the mental aspect.”
With the emphasis on this mental as-
pect, the Jackets have grown together as a 
team. 
“This group is unlike any of the teams 
I’ve played with in my past two years here,” 
junior outfielder Logan Eby said. “We are fi-
nally beginning to feel like a cohesive unit.”
With goals such as winning the G-MAC 
and continuing to work on the mental as-
pect of baseball, the Jackets also stress 
the importance of their relationship with 
Christ.
“Coach Manes not only wants to devel-
op us as baseball players, but also as men of 
God,” Sanchez said. “That is something you 
can’t get anywhere else.” 
 Whether it be during practice or in 
games, the Jackets look to glorify God not 
only through their words on the field, but 
also in their work ethic. In a season where 
the Jackets are looking to improve and 
prove people wrong, Manes says to keep 
their focus where it belongs.
“The Jesus of my Bible is humble, 
compassionate, loving,” Manes said, “but 
He’s not soft and passive. Let’s play the 
game the right way, with reckless aban-
don, and let’s remember that everybody is 
watching us.”
Joshua Stevens is a junior journalism ma-
jor and sports writer for Cedars. He enjoys 
rooting for the Tennessee Titans and listen-
ing to old-school music.
Yellow Jackets Look to Prove Doubters Wrong
Photo by Jillian Strouse
The baseball team works on its footwork during a practice on Jan. 31.
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by Tim Smith
The Cedarville Lady Jackets softball team looks to continue its recent suc-cessful years with a triumphant 2019 
season. In 2018, they were 31-18, and fin-
ished No. 1 in the G-MAC. The conference 
tournament didn’t go the Lady Jackets’ way, 
however, as they were eliminated after win-
ning just one of their three games. 
This year head coach Wes Rowe be-
lieves the team can repeat its victorious sea-
son and hopefully continue further into the 
tournament. 
“We are very capable of winning the 
conference again and we are very capable of 
winning in the 30s again,” Rowe said. 
But for the Lady Jackets to have a 
championship-worthy season, they must 
hold fast to their strengths from last season. 
After going 19-5 in the conference a 
season ago, the Lady Jackets were voted to 
finish first yet again this season in the pre-
season coaches poll.
Keeping their eye on the ball 
A major aspect the team focused on this 
offseason was hitting, and the Lady Jackets 
know that this was a craft they needed to 
improve on. 
“A big goal of ours is to just hit the ball, 
because we didn’t do that last year and we 
need to this year,” senior Morgan Arbogast 
said. 
Arbogast wasn’t wrong about the Lady 
Jackets’ hitting struggles last year — the 
team was ranked in the bottom half of the 
conference in batting at .276. 
Rowe, though, said that is going to 
change. 
“We anticipate hitting better this sea-
son. We had a five-year span from 2011-
2015 where there were 21 Division II 
schools that hit .300 in the nation and we 
were one of them,” Rowe said. “We focused 
on the intangibles this offseason and are 
looking to hit better.” 
Defense wins championships 
To complement their improved hitting, 
the Cedarville women look to stay strong on 
the defensive side of the ball, one of their 
best areas last year. They ranked second 
overall in team pitching in the G-MAC and 
third overall in team fielding. 
“We work intensely on the accuracy 
of our throwing and developing our arms,” 
Rowe said. 
“We have never played a team who 
has better throwing arms then we do, ever. 
That’s not a generalization – it’s just fact,” 
Rowe said.
Rowe knows how important throwing 
and defense is to success in softball: “If you 
can’t throw, you can’t get people out,” he said. 
More to the season than winning 
Every team wants to win games, but, for 
the Lady Jackets, that is not the ultimate goal. 
“We want to win, and we want to play 
well,” Rowe said, “but we know that isn’t 
our ultimate goal. I always tell the girls we 
must represent Christ on and off the field.” 
Through the common goal of playing 
well and glorifying Christ, the team has cul-
tivated great relationships and increased 
the overall team chemistry. 
“A lot of times when we were in tough 
situations, it was our team chemistry that 
brought us together,” Arbogast said. 
“We pick a theme every single year that 
is tied into our spiritual goal for the year,” 
she said. “This year, our theme is ‘Hard. 
Smart. Together.’ Those don’t only define 
our physical play, but our spiritual attitudes 
as well. We want everything we do on the 
field to be done together and for His glory.”
Playing on strengths, 
fixing weaknesses 
Overall, the Cedarville softball team 
is looking to have another positive season 
and is determined to succeed in the G-MAC 
tournament. 
“All in all we just need to recognize 
our strengths and weaknesses and fix as we 
need to,” said senior Danae Fields. “That’s 
what it’s going to take for success.” 
The women know that, as long as they 
play to the best of their ability, they will nev-
er be disappointed in the end. 
“We are seeking to be perfect in every-
thing we do,” said Rowe. “When we play ex-
ceptionally well, win or lose, we are OK with 
the outcome.” 
The Lady Jackets open up their sea-
son with the Midwest Region Crossover 
on Feb. 22 and 23 against Quincy, Rock-
hurst, Maryville, and Truman State. 
 
Tim Smith is a freshman Journalism major 
and dtaff writer for Cedars. He loves foot-
ball, 3 Musketeers candy and primarily 
speaking in movie quotes.
Cedarville Softball Seeks Another Positive Season
Photo by Jillian Strouse
Outfielder, Avery Humes guards the base from her teammates during a practice on Jan. 23.
February 201918
SPORTS
by Abigail Hintz
Sara Beste, Branden Maughmer, Bethany Sholl and Jonny Stephens are four freshmen student athletes at Cedarville University who have had standout seasons in their respective sports. Though they have found success in their new roles, the transition from high school to college athletics was not an easy one. The group detailed the positive and negative aspects of transitioning from high school to college sports. One consistent ideal found in all four of the athletes is the fact that the 
jersey put on and the sports they play are not the most important thing. Rather, Christ and His kingdom are what these athletes strive to glorify.
From High School to College Athletics
Sara Beste // Volleyball
“I’m not the most important person on the court.”
Beste definitely made her mark in her first season with the Lady Jackets volleyball team. She made an appearance in 
every match and started in many of them, contributing 165 kills and 244 digs on the season.
In high school, Beste’s coach relied on her. If a mistake was made, she felt as though it was her mistake no matter 
what. Her talent meant she carried her team.
“In high school when I did something good, I was like, ‘Oh yes, that’s good enough,’” Beste said. “But I’m finally real-
izing that it’s never going to be good enough because someone is always better than you.”
This realization, combined with her goal-driven personality, has pushed Beste to her success on the court. She learned 
humility in no longer being the star on the floor, as all of these athletes were in high school. She learned from her mistakes 
this season, as well as a coach who was new to all of Cedarville. 
Coach Greg Smith is in his first season with the Lady Jackets, coming to them from a Division I school. Because of this, 
his expectations are high, and he has pushed the team hard this season, all to their benefit.
Looking to 2019, Beste is ready to work hard and better herself. She hopes to continue to set goals as she always has. 
This pushes her to achieve what she thought she couldn’t, which benefits herself and her team.
 “I’m excited to see how our team can work together to win,” she said.
Branden Maughmer // Basketball
“Basketball is not the most important thing.”
Maughmer is in the midst of his freshman season with the men’s basketball team and has contributed greatly thus far. 
He is averaging 13.8 points per game and boasts a shooting percentage over 50 from the field.
Playing time is a huge concern for all freshman athletes, and many of them fear the idea of coming to a place where they 
were no longer “that man” as Maughmer put it.
“I knew my role was going to change,” he said.
Head coach Pat Estepp has seen past Maughmer’s age, however, giving him the start in every game. Maughmer says 
Estepp has taught him how to be a man. Not only that, but he understands that basketball should never overshadow the 
important things: Christ, family and the brotherhood of the team.
Playing for a Division II school has its challenges off the court. Maughmer said the time commitment that comes with 
juggling school work and basketball is similar to that of a job. He is thankful, however, to have a set time carved out by team 
study tables to get his school work done.
Maughmer is excited to come in next year having one year of experience under his belt. He’s ready to play the game 
knowing what to expect and thinks the 2019-20 season will be an overall better year.
He said of his time as a Cedarville student-athlete so far, “It’s challenging, but in the end it’s so worth it.”
Jonny Stephens // Soccer
         “Soccer is not what defines you.”
Stephens’ first season with the men’s soccer team was an impressive one. He started in 16 games and made an appearance 
in all but one. Playing center defense meant Stephens’ stats didn’t stand out, but he still notched four goals and made a huge 
defensive impact for the Jackets.
Stephens’ size no longer holds an advantage like it did in high school. In college soccer, there are always others who were 
bigger, stronger and faster. The 6-foot-3-inch defender also noted that there was no longer a worst player to go after.
“I was always told to find the ‘Bambi,’” he said. “In college soccer there’s not really a weak link, so you really have to work 
together. You can’t really rely on your own skills.”
Like all of the other athletes, he acknowledged that being a student athlete is not a walk in the park.
He laughed and said, “We had a 6 a.m. practice today and I texted my mom that, and she was like, ‘Hey, no one said it 
was going to be easy.’”
It’s not all bad, though. Stephens’ eyes lit up when he talked about his team’s practices.
“We don’t run, which is amazing,” he said. Instead, they are expected to be fit, and they have fitness tests to make sure 
they are.
Stephens is thankful for coach Brett Faro, who pushes the team to be the best they can be physically and spiritually. Ste-
phens mentioned that Faro requires them to do certain workouts but does the same on his own time.
“He’s very relatable. He’ll persevere with you,” Stephens said.
He’s also grateful to be on a team where scoring does not mean self-glory, like it did in high school. Now, he is on a team 
that worships Christ before games, and plays to “further His kingdom.” He wants to use this time as a Cedarville student-ath-
lete intentionally.
“My four years are probably going to go by really fast, so trying to use the God-given talents I have to further His kingdom 
is something I want to do while I’m still here,” he said.
Bethany Sholl // Cross Country
“We’re running for a different goal.”
Sholl played a part in the cross country team’s successful 2018 season that ended with a third-place finish in the G-MAC 
Cross Country Championship. Sholl’s best time of the season was 23:18.6.
Entering her freshman year of college as a student athlete was understandably intimidating for Sholl. But living with 
fellow student athletes has been a great encouragement.
“I wasn’t sure how hard it would be and if I was going to be able to balance that with a nursing major,” Sholl said. “A few 
of [my teammates] are in the same hall, and I think that we can all relate to each other in being freshman athletes and trying 
to figure out how it all works.” 
Sholl said her team has a lot of leaders that are impactful in many aspects of her life. Cedarville’s student athletes work 
together on and off the court, and that takes away from the hardships that come with being a student-athlete.
Cross country coach Jeff Bolender is intentional with his team. Sholl says she was encouraged by him and the focus he put 
on having a personal relationship with his athletes.
Coming from high school sports, where the goal is personal gain, to Cedarville has had a positive impact on Sholl.
“I love running more,” she said. “I’m glad I had that experience in high school, but I’m really glad I have this experience 
to be on this team now.”
Next year, the cross country team is aiming to get to nationals, as they are every year. Sholl is excited to see what she 
personally can accomplish next year to contribute to that goal.
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Abigail Hintz is a freshman journalism major and sports writer for Cedars. She loves sending people GIFs, reading books and watching way more soccer than the average person.
D I R E C T OR ’ S CUP
Many varsity athletes get to take their best shot at other sports during 
their offseason. 
Some self-proclaimed athletes take the floor just for fun, like this year’s Holy Hoopers. 
While basketball gets a lot of love during the winter, volleyball is 
another competitive sport students take part in. 
Teams can enter competition in either the A or B league, with 
the A league being more competitive. 
The top teams advance to a single elimination 
tournament to determine the sport’s champion. 
Photos by Will Brethauer, Mask ProductionsIntramural male athletes are competing dorm against dorm this 
year to accumulate points and win the Director’s Cup, a competition 
sponsored by resident directors
